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OPPORTUNITIES FOR ECOLOGICAL RESEARCH IN INTEGRATED
DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Shen Zuorui

(College of Plant Science und Technology, China Agricultural University, Beijing 100094)

Abstract Ecological opportunities in integrated development of agriculture are elucidated in
this paper from two settings. The main trends of agricultural development can, from inter-
national setting, be enumerated as the concept of sustainable agriculture in practice; increas-
ing applications of biotechnology, computer and information technology; theories and meth-
ods of regional development integrated with agricultural disciplines. Each of the four trends
has provided diverse opportunities for ecological research. In addition to the four trends e-
merged in China, agricultural development at the turn of the century makes special demands
on ecology. As to domestic setting, a wide range of ecological problems should be solved,
for example, eco-agriculture, poverty alleviation, and China’s membership within GATT.
Responding to challenge of the integrated development of agriculture on scales both enlarging
spatially and temporarily, scientists must investigate and create new theories and methodolo-

gies different from those that have been working on traditional or conventional scales.
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